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EDITOR'S COLUMN 


New Membership List 

“The anal edtion ofthe Membership List is included 
with is ones As tna, the Membership List is ote by state 
Tod zip. Thisarungement comes i handy when you want 10 
fd out if there are any members living nearby, in case yu need 
‘ip in wlving any biki/bam “or if you jst wat to 
flop «ride bunch. Als, ou'lfnd the listing by sate a big 
iratage when you'r planning cycling (or ving) tip across 
‘evel sats ives you 4 chance abead of fine to tp 
‘member for local information, and even se wp some “eyeall” 
‘metings to keep you company aloog the way. 

“Tat one p has grown by 0% (trom 200 
to 300) inthe pst year erly case for ccebration, but 
{Pe notall gravy. For instance, you'll note hat we bd 0 relly 
questo get all tho members” tames on that small pce of 
paper If we had gone to larger type on «bigger piece of pape, 
‘ur postage woul have run to 52 cents instead ofthe wal 29, 
‘etr, ths adding $72.91 to or postags bil fortis malig 

"You'll noice that the charter members are marked 
swith an asterisk.” This ator exshanve group (15 of the original 
35) qualified by respoading tomy Jone "89 OST “Stay” ace 
fod becoming momberr dering” Gat calendar year. Their 
lenge loyalty i mach appreciated 


BMHA Plans SPECIAL EVENT 

‘Several members have mid that BMHA soul have its 
cow Special Event. In addition o encouraging bicyeloto-biycle 
tod shack-to-biycle QSO's, a BMHA Special Event would 
hance the clib’s image and perhaps ive it world-wide 
publicity. The major barn magazines regularly devote a page to 
1 isting of Special Events. (A typical special event woud be: 
the Trieity ARA on Aug 14, on the lower portion of the 40, 
20, und 15 band, will celebrate the 200th aniversary of the 
fovnding of." Or, “On Thankgiving Day the Cape Cod ARA 
‘wl be 0 tho air from Plymouth Rock to celebrate the landing of 
{he Pilgrims”) 

Tm Korge, NUBN, is gathering dons for a BMHA, 
‘Special Event. Obviously, it will involve bicycling and 
humming, but it neede refinement and definition, Put some 
thought i and sced your ideas to: Jim Korigs, NUSN, POB 
108, Fenton MI 48438, (313) 629-0378 


Latest News from Africa Trek 
‘We just received the quately ballin from 
Alice, the S-man,10,00-mile expedition cycling the lengt 


fans now traveled 6,545 miles in 137 days, In crosing 8 
‘countries in eastern Africa, wo've traversed the world's largest 
‘eset, eodured gird, dines, and three bouts With malaria 


Dan Buettner (rt) leeds AfticaTrek thu vilege. 


‘We've heen robbed eight times, pedaled past two dead 
bodies, eaten everything from ceatipedes to roast mookey and 
Picked up enough worms and intestinal parasites to make for 
Interesting science experiment 

‘We picked up an extra team member in the 
Cetra African Republica three-pound moakey named Ener. 
1 found him in x market where his mother ay sizzling on 8 
flaming gril. Elmer would have been next if hada't bought 
him: $2.89 — the going price for monkey meat. Elmer rode on 
ty bike, chatering and tinging. We drew a crowd everywhere 
‘we moppod: the inay-tooking monkey and the finnie-looking 
‘American with the tight bicycling shorts. 

“had to leave Elmer at the border. I could’t jst lt 
tim go ~ separated from his mothe, Elmer woud never murvive 
in the wild on his own. So through a Peace Corps worker T 
found an African family to take him. They promised not to eat 
= 


Harty Alley, NADA, Editor 


TRAVEL & ADVENTURE 


Five Short Months On The Long Long Road 
Last year, Troe 7,902 mils from Washington to Maine to 
Florida to Vist my mother. left Kingston, Washington, on Jane 
stand had my fist fat (of ea total) jst over the Mao border. 
Tiida’ have a spre tr, I patched the bole by folding up « 
olla bill an placing it inside the casing. At the bike shop 40 
miles Iter I sid, quite grandly, “your tip is inside thet." 

‘Riding to Eureka, Montana, a few day later, the daytime 
temperature fell into the 40s; th rin sure dida't help. Twas 
reduced to stopping every five miles or so 10 shove my um 
Inds in my pockets. Fist cing T did in Eureka wast buy 
ir of warm woolen gloves. 

‘On the road from Libby to Eureka, T met Beth and Bill 
Steer, 49:jearold twins from New England who were riding 
oss country, and whom I would meet sever! times again oa 
‘my journey. We camped together is Glacier Park — words and 
pictures can't do jasice wo its beauty. If you can, go see it~ 
preferably from « bicycle. From Logan Pass (4,000 f) I was 
tie to get into repeaters as far any at Missoula ~ about 140 
nile ay. 

In Nashua, MT, 1 asked a man on the street excuse me, is 
there a laundromat in town?” "No, bu if you go over to my 
house ~ down that tect, next tothe church ~ goon i, tll my 
Wife T seat you, and wash your clothes there.” “But thre ae 
‘ght of un.” "No problem.” 

‘Thus we met Tom Andersoo, the local Lutheran minister, 
‘who opened his home and church tous weary sojourers. We 
‘ded the local store and cooked a big pasta dinner for him, bis 
wife, and daugher. Most of the guys I was riding with af tht 
time were Jewinh, so, it being a Fray night, we had a 
combination Shabbat blesing and Grace withthe meal. It ust 
fave worko!, because we ad fumultuoustiwinds the ext day! 
‘Af diner we slept inthe fellowship ball ofthe church. We 
Continued on our merry way inio North Dakota, dodging rin 
clouds for about 400 miles. Upon reaching Minot, I learned of 
the untimely death of close find ~ Bill, NOGDN. 1 took the 
tein home and dove to Bill's home in CA. 

resumed the trip ten days later, striking out tthe 
southeast. Near Stevens Pint, Wh, three adjacent spokes were 
palling throogh my specially-buil 4-apoko, cross rear rim. In 
‘ne hour the problem ot so bad tat I had to drop the rear 
brakes because the ren Was biting them. I sweated i ut all the 
‘way to Appleton, WI ~ a long 60 miles. I telepbooed Dave, 
N6PGG, in WA.” He retrieved my old tnecn sim and had it 
‘sat tothe bike shop in Appleton, and I was fally 0 my way 
again. 

Ts Manitowoc, Wh, Look « ferry across Lake Michigan 
‘SS Badger, a beautiful Od ship, coal-fcled, two steam piston 
‘engines, Spent the whole hour tcp ia the engine room — 
in real lfe I'm inthe Merchant Marie, In Indiana, my next 
problem reared its ugly head (literally) ~ loose dogs. Squirting 
them and yeling wasn't doing any good. IC 1 had to stop for 


every oe T would've reached Bar Harbor, Maine around 
December, [found the solution: smal apery can of HALT ~ 
it contains cayenne pepper and is the fread of mailmen 


park commission has stop nshlir especially for cyclist, with 
oom for 100 cyclists and thee bikes. Real Hoosier hospitality! 
Half an bour later who showed up but Bth and Bill, the tins 
Vd las seen in Moots! 

a Ohio T met and rode with + crazy Canadian from 
‘Toronto named Ziggy. He was carrying + spare part for 
cveeything on his bike. His load was up over 150 pounds ~ 0 
‘wonder he was breaking spokes on a 4B-spoke wheel, and had 
already cracked both seat stays! We rode to Cleveland, where { 
took a couple of days off; weat over to Amateur Electronic 
‘Supply in Wickliffe, OH, and bought myself « MFI-9020 20- 
meter QRP CW radio. (Lok for Tan's PRODUCT REVIEW in 
the nex issue. ~Ei) Setup a dipole andthe radio the net day 
‘ina city pu and promptly worked VEIVAS in Nova Scot 

Gave my VHF handheld a workout in Cory, PA — 
{ald to some locals who came down snd ejeballed me the next 
ay. (Unbeknownst to me, Norma, W3CG, had put mo in her 
tteur radio column in the Erie, PA, Sunday paper.) On ito 
New York. Rode though Watkins Glen and the Fingsr Lakes 
rea, seeing old fiends near Rochester. While wniting in = 
zza parlor in Schrooa Lake, who rode by but Beth and Bill 

Tweet East through historic Ticonderoga and. into 


Vermont. While camped one night I struck up 2 convertion 
with a man and his wife. While discuning my tip, she 
remarked, “hat sounds exactly like the tip Beth and Bill are 


doing," “Do you mean Beth Stete” I asked, 
cousin!" she sid. Small wold, eh? 
Reached Bar Harbor, Maine on August 30. Did w side 
Lup to Machias, ME, before heading Soath. Stopped at ARRL 
Iadquarters a Newington, CT, on September 10th and operated 
WIAW. My mig sho son page 98 of ast Noversber's QST. 


"Yea! She's my 


Here I'am at ARRL Headquarters in Newington. 


Continuing South, people were very fenily and interested 
jin what Twas doing. Very nice, open, geneous people 
throughout te Deep South, between Richmond and Jacksonville 

‘entered Florida on Oct, 26, and finally made it to my 
mother’s house in Bradenton on Nov. 3 Gust ia time to vot) 
after 7902 miles, 10 fats, 7 reat and 3 frat tres, 3 rear ims, 
‘ne bottom bracket, und 2 chains and freewheel sacrificed 1 the 
deities of long-distance touring. Thad spent five sbort months on 
the ong long road. Lats do it again! 


Tim Palange, KDAW2. 
22085 Jefferson Pt Rd NE 
Kingston, WA 98346 


operate 
‘io with about 20 watts of power 


My bicycle ix a Giant Iguana, bright red that realy 
stands out, Tam 3 big oy, 01 peed fo use a mountain bike. 


20 Years of Bicycling Hamdom 
Dear Hartley, 

T have been involved in tothbicycting and har radio 
since the carly sevetis and am always finding Ynys to combine 
thse activition “There are several 2m repeaters in ty area with 
‘hone sutoptches which gives one an extr-secure ecling when 
pling fa fom howses abd pay-pbooes. (This rally impresed 
‘People in the pre-ellular-phane ea) 

Recently « number of local ator organizations and 
bicycle tour organizers have pollen together 10 provide 
‘omtmainiations for many of our local tours. This gives me the 

to ect ars mobile link a Well sort of » “eros 


Tandem Fun 


I will be checking with the others 
tcadem club, 10 a0 what they thought of the 
‘ida tell them T was sending for the BMA info. We 
‘ied meters to keepin toch on our tandem rallies and 


iH 
& 


came in very handy for last year's “COW” rally when »tomado 
alee ‘our fun. (COW is « Wisconsin tandem clab 
{alled Couples On Wheels.) 


‘We willbe om the lookout fo others to pass your info 


Bike Racer Adds Radio 
Hartley, 

“Thanks for the newsleter and the nice comments 
Pease count me in. I'm a USCF bicycle race and crated 
oat who's worked x hundred bike races, but is new 10 
fuming wile mobile (oaly VHF and UF now). T've got lot 
toca, 

Thanks, 
wa Hark Walsh, KCORKZZ 
(529 Taylor Avenue 
Santa Rose, CA 95407 
J-Pole To The Rescue 
Dear Sts, 

Ive beea bicycle mobile for about x year now on 2m 
with (vate HT and peak i my handlebar bag a 
Tl snd pole antenna rusted on grounded 8 f'CB" whi 
bracketed af the rear bub of my bike. The J-poe rakes tall 
Pontble hore. the” train offen takes the repeaters 
otouhable with “dock My average rie is nyting Ween 
five and tity miles. 

T've been toying with ideas for HF bicycle mobile and 
‘would Hike to compare ideas ad bear about some of thse 
ready operational fatons. my philosophy ist ee it ight” 
‘rth both weight and power. CW is cboce, and Iam» QRP 
Ibeower 

Enclomd is my SASE, Plow sod x membership 
sppliction’ T most dcitely belong with this fine group of 
eilemen, Keep your water bt ull and you spokes sug 

B.S. Saw you in CQ Magazine ~ will ty to make the 
20 meter net. 


B, 

‘Harry Bump, KMD 
P.O. Box 392 

Richland, PA. 17087 


Back Issues Still Available 

‘You may purchase any ofthe twelve back issues of the 
[BMHA NewsLeter for $2 each, postpaid. For info on the 
fontets of the various inves send a busioew-size SASE to: 


HOW TO. 


Creative HT Mounting 

I've been a bicyclemobile “happy camper” for about 
two years now (4 my article “I Like Mine Best” in the Jan- 
Mar 1992 isms ofthe EMHA newnleter). Ths bas been my 
‘whole ham carer, so Iam definitly at complaining. 

‘Then disaster struck. I joined « 440 MHz repeater 
club, My biyele-mobile HT was wonderful on 2 meter a fop- 
‘mounted display fit the handlebar bag nicely), bat did't work at 
all ca 70 cm (because the K'wood TH-26AT was 2-meter only, 
of courte) 

Thaye two dual-band HT (A Kenwood TH-7SA and « 
Kenwood TH-77A), but bot had front-meunted displays — 
which Tcoulda't soe while riding. I was cbvionly time for & 
‘ew mounting solution. 

‘When I stated seriously commuting by bicycle, I 
upgraded my headlight to something “really powerful” (already 
‘had an unbelievably bright homebrewed taillight this headlight 
‘was also bomcbrewad, large, aod *bright). This left my old 
"Wonder Light” unused, and I started to lust aftr it's handlebar 
‘mounting scheme. In case you've never seen one, "Wonder 
Light” isu flat slight which slides into a older which, in 
turn, clamps oat a bicyele handlebar. 


My result is outined inthe Figure below. Pleas sudy 
‘ita while, and I'l talk you through the fine points sRerward: 


5) To the botiom “U-channel” tach a short oop of twine 
‘or madiumstreagth string. This will lop around your H's 
sntenn connector and secure the top ofthe HT in place. 


©) Thread a length of strap (L twa “Velero™ strap, 
although anything which can bo secured would work) between 
the top and bottom sections of "U-channel” near the back end of 
the aserly 


7) Put some form of pudding into the bottom of this 
susembly. Twsed closed-cell weatherproofing for electric oul, 
but thicker foam (eg, wetsit foam) offers even more protection 
to the HT from vibration and bumps. 


8) Use the Wonder Light's mounting screw to atach this 
sscembly 10 the handlebars. 


5) __Stxp your HT into this concoction, and go fora ride 
‘You'll dave! 
‘The overall installation Jooks like thie: 


[Comecton 1 apeanarnine 
‘one hur! waroghone 
re ty aap 
taiang ta Hn ace 


ye ‘Yoav to hold HT — cut to 
nel gemini 
eee ‘This mowing bat word wel fr me commute 
aaa tacks forth owes Tcl bo ery eres ng st 
ty cmc or inert al wy f on epcoab 
naan [owen tnd San he gg nly pet eh 
Serotec ie RAaWRQNOARY INOCAL.CA.USENA 
HT MOUNTING SCHEME: tetera 440 
(ath “eof th Woode Li Tele Peo fe 
D ff of the Wonder Light ak, What oe 


yOu want isa flat platform which will tach to your bicycle's 
fndlbacs. 


2)” Cut two lengths of “U-channel”. Tw plastic rain 
‘te pips, which ft my HT (A Keawood TH:77A) perf. 


3) Trim the tp *U-channel” appropriately. Leave open 
seas for the PTT switch, any battery connections you desire, 
ae. 


4) Mount the botiom *U:channel” (asad for rtnforsing 
aly), top “U-chanoel, and the remains of the Wonder Light, 
Irackettogither with *Pop Rivets" or another mounting scheme 
(Gerews would work nsely, alo), 


An Apology to Eddy Powell, N6BPH 

{ee tne’ OUR PEDPLE, weal lene ou BA 
sneer who have ey 200 mila a+ dy, te te she, we 
Invent i fe mame het me ft 30 a ly 
‘owt NAEP of Oca, CA. Way takin may fe pe 
' y ied "No Ean Bagge wih ew soe weed 
‘marae ie pa how hs bmg mre he yw we 
Ince at aie: “dy Powat, MABPH, she pede" Beye 
Fading Wan for god etn: b's in cs th US tice Ge 180 at 
tsa, eda pal et fe 24 tor 300 mir ay phe 
‘spor plied hn fod mtr hen Jo asa 300, et 
‘et wan ytd perc ip oe BATA Newstead 


Attention, Shack-bound Bikies 

‘The 20-meter BMHA Net is sl alive, Thave not been 
able wo call the net very touch this summer dus toa heavy work 
sod local club schedule, but now atthe weather gets cooler and 


the days get shorter, Jook for me. T want to thank those who 
ave covered for me on the net. Your efforts are much 
sppeecinted. 


im Kortge, NUBN, of Fenton, Michigan hae signed on 
1 tho Stand-by Net Control. If for some reson I can't ake the 
1, Sim will jmp in. One ofthe most fitful check-ins snes 
the 91 start ofthe BMA net, Jim is 50, an engineer, bat boon 
‘bam for 37 years, and has ridden 100 miles in 8 day — jut a 
hint of his long list of hamming and cycling accomplishments. 
Welcome aboard, Jim. 


‘The net meets on the frat and thd Sundays of each 
‘month. The frequency is 14.253 (plus or minas the QRM), at 
000 UTC on Sunday evenings. That's actually Monday UTC, 
tt it's Sunday evening herein the USA. Look for me a fow 
‘mines before net ie an fl feet all me if you find «nice 
‘lear frequency near 14.253. Looking forward to a bunch of 
shecsins during the coming fall and winter months. 


“Mite Nictolaus, NFON, BMCHA Net Control 
SIGE, 32nd Si 
5. Sioue Cy, NE 68776 


NEW MEMBERS 


Were pleased al shese names tour Membership List 


Abas, WASLOK, 254 Man R, Maron Sinton PA 1906 


a Rate 10% 708, Aon: VA. 
oda 20H 0H DF, Bardo 3 
Daven Wt mer CONS 
Steam 

Cheng We, Cn 
Glen R Mills, NSESG, FOB 3993, Minion Vigo CA 0888” ‘ 
Det Meen VETEA 34he 6 ep a 
‘Tar Ma a EF 
pe ek, Wan 9 Snr asa One 


‘Wh radonl ham fries, make contact 
ith hse new members, welcome them to BME, 
‘an hep then with ony problon thy might have, 


BMHA NEWSLETTER 


I, KDORC 
 KERZI 
(Chairman und Founder: Hartley Alley, NADA 


Permission given to reproduce any ofthe material 
in this isue, provided the sth is credited and the source 
& ‘a “from the Newaleier of the Biycio 
Mobile Hams of America.” Please tend clip to adver 
below 


We welcome articles, 


‘iyeling while 


shouldbe submited before Mar tune I, Sept i, or Dect 
for inclusion in the ensuing fare, 


BMHA NEWSLETTER isthe quarterly publication ofthe 
Bice Mohile Hans of Ameria. el Jan, Ap, lly, 


‘TELEPHONE: 303-494-6559 
BICYCLE MOBILE HAMS OF AMERICA (BMA) 
Box 4009, Boulder, CO” 80305, 


ABOUT BMHA 


For the information of our first-time readers. 

cyl Mobile Mana of Ama ptt set when a “Sy 
‘inte Ie 19 QST maguie atts to “ta touch wi hana 
‘ere ti adie whl Wyle mailer whe ney ter hun 
rowed conveys” signed by Hoey Aly, KABA. Ten fre 
ams respond led ot quesionsizs, receiv summary of he 
collect dt 

In Api of 90 we had our ft BAILA orm the ayn 
Hanon, We played oa packs toe, overDowel the om, tod 
ed 4 mame our ming Tt. Or thre mouct fru abe 
rv inceangly lege ences, and mow BMIVA eed wr 
“regula this worked eve 

‘Tithe tinct ive of or quaely nem, which 
ha become te clearing hone fr he exchange of inf end ent te 
ant who onthe ai fom hi bieyee Snce the bine of ie 


[BMHA membership pues you in towch with «fenly and 
ety group of bikerding hums. You'll make coat through eur 
smenbethip directory, packet aes In, bi-weekly et on 20 meter, 
‘nol meting and Forum athe Deyon HanVenton, ant of coune 
ugh the BMHA NewsLeter, which bat arcles om bike tite, 
scons, other Ear, operating tis, te. Mewrhipapain nk 
‘nthe est lt page 


LOSING WEIGHT 


Let's Yackersize: 

Mike Gitschel, KC6QFO, has given permission to 
prin thir atcl, which frst appeared in the newsletter ofthe 
Las Cumbres CA Amateur Radio Cab, 

Twas tld bythe military to lve 28 pounds. The only 
foo way was to do this vas t "yackersie” oo my bicycle 
‘mobil. Not oly did Tone the old stomach muscles, toned up 
the old mouth muscles as welll With Skip LaFetr, AAGWK’ 
‘nlp and support, Ive been working bicyle mobile fora while 
‘ow, attempting to make bicycle radio communications as wier- 
fendly as posible. 

‘Currently Tam using an Icom IC24AT dual-band HT 
radio mounted on the handlebars, ia « custom-built leather 
folding ease. This makes it ea to coatol the radio with » 
touch ofa finger. 


‘My radio is powered by « 7.5 amp-bocr go-cell 
tatery mounted out ofthe way under the font ofthe mountain 
bike's seat assembly. | found the standard 12 vot HT battery to 
‘be inadequate and Baving too abort a Tf 1 fe that the Battery 
‘Should have a leat « 2.5 amp-bour for real “rg chewing” time 
peiedst Power is of great importance, in tht you have very 
full ground plane area and You truly nead a fall $ watts of 
ommmanzaing power — expecially i8 or around any hill or 
mountain terrain. (La Fetra, AAGWK: my own I/2-wove 
lamenna works fine at 2 watts, and does not require a ground 
plane, but is more dial to imal han hs soltion 

have additonal capabilities dve to the recent purchase 
of a Toom 1C-2410-H eroar-band remote repeater radio for my 
truck, T can now work around any mousain range on low 
power from my bicycle HT and we my high power trck mobile 
fadio for more "mega rag chewing” time. 


My antenna configuration consists of 1 book 
rack type of rear eario located over the rear tire, T installed 2 
‘6x6 inch galvanized sel plat just bend the book rack spring 
sembly. On it have mounted a very high gain Diamond Dual 
‘Band ma-mount antenna. The book rack itelf can sill be used 
fo bold an HF radio somodsy. NOTE: The galvanizad 
‘mounting plate is mounted far enough aft that I still ave plenty 
of room to swing my leg over the bike seat without knocking 
‘over the antenna 

Tn the past, I was using the H's hand mike as my 
receiving rpeaker and found oat very quickly tha the audi level 
‘was being drowned out by loud traffic noise. To wolve that 
problem, T mounted a 4x4 inch highly efficient Midland mobile 
Speaker in foot of my bandlcbar. It's i «nice out ofthe way 
‘lace and yet T n0W can hear all ofthe aio tha comes my way. 


‘The only drawback to “yackerszing* is wha to do 
with the microphone. If Tad to tke my hod off of the 
anders too frequently to push the PTT switch, I could wind 
tp taking + nasty AAGWK mishap! (LaFeara: oh, my gosh ~ he 
‘remambers the bicycle crash where I broke my right collarbone ~ 
nd I wan't even operating the radio atthe ime!) 

1 found thatthe Tom IC-HS-SI HANDS-FREE headsst 
‘was the way to gol This headset has the TOT, PTT, and VOX 
Features, and realy makes “yackerszing” more enjoyable. 1 


have been wsing the TOT (alk-on tlk-off) option. The PTT 


afer bike contol. So far the IC-HS-S1 headset is working just, 
fine. Ihave been receiving good clear signal reports with very 
lie trafic and wind nose 


‘Yackersising has been a total enjoyment and a great 
way to Keep in shape and lose weight at the sme time ~ and to 
Keep those mouth muscles limber, too! Ifyou would like to see 
any bike or have aay questions please coninct me or any ofthe 
beyele yackerizers. Te tly is becoming a ral amateur radio 
“RAD FAD" 


Mite Gachel, KCQFO 
230 Branbury Dr. 
Campbell, CA 95008, 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


Plans Underway for Dayton '94 

Is time 10 stat planning for the 1994 Dayton 
HamVeation. As most of you know, it takes place on the ast 
\weekead in Apri, Bab Pulhuj, KESZJ, and Ihave been named 
‘o-chtinen of BMHA's Forum for nett year's event. 

"We'd like very much to hear your program ideas, 
ruggestions for posible improvements, ee. Because our four 
previous forums ave been highly succesfal, naturally we'd like 
{O retain the sume basic format, but we welcome you eas and 

"Ws the secret 2-meter frequency «ood ond? How did 
the Lanch Bunch work out? Should we contime with the 
Saturday aeroon bike fide? Let us know. Our packet 
Address: NFON @@ NFON.NE and KERZS @ WSHHF.OH 


“Mike Nikolaus, NEON —Bob Piha), KESZI 
316 Bast 32nd St. Pon 11429 
5. Slows Cy, MES776 Toledo, OH 43611 
BMHA to Hold Forum at the 


Great Western Bicycle Rally 

‘As yo readers wee tld in the last fas, BNA has 
been invited to have a "Western Str Gcogehe” vost 
Memorial Day weskead as a prt ofthe Gret Western Bicycle 


Rally. 

‘The GWAR draws 2,000 cyclists to the Paso Robles, 
CCA, area for a program tha inclodes 90 different bike ries, 
bike clinics, « mms cookout, and a special wine and cheese 
tasting part) all fo the $12 repisttion feo. 

Preliminary plans call for BMHA to host forus (pen 
to the public) Saturday or Sunday afternoon. If you bive 
‘oegestions for tice to be covered or if you would like to 
‘reset a topic on the program, plete contact tho forum 
‘chairman: ‘Ken Wahreahrock, KPONC. 9609 Cheddar St. 
Downey, CA 90242. For more details, se the previous ise, 
and watch futur issues for specific detail as plans are final. 


7 
‘moming wat warm and the wind to our always excellent snd reasonable in price. 
CLUBS & side and back most s 


Timon of te way the nt Alou wna ror 87 
fy. A eat ay and NO rns 2 ‘Sc this ws billed as sit 

EVENTS ny fe cate, ster Tay my of 
Thong tt love hen al ued tatetae pep fo Manns, Hwan 

RAGBRAI-93, The Best acer: { bewtifeip aed aly ad sbow 25 
Ever For the nett wook we wandered alles othe dey, A fore of tho group, 


RAGBRAL, Reyister's Annual serose Iowa enjoying the scenery, great mado frends in a Minnesota town, 
Great Biycle Ride Across Towa, was food, good weather (dq), and friendly cooned the locals out of some grat T- 
ameter success for 1993. This you's poopie at every sop, A highlight of the shirts, and even had a story Jove about 
fide started in Siowx City, Towa and eck for us bikiehams was at West 
faded in Dubuque for a total of 529 Bend 
tiles, and as usual, 10,000 cyclists took and as 
pat inthis weeklong event. Since live stopped 
jst across the iver, in South Siout City, garage, 
Nebrad, we mde my howe and outaide of town where we were royally 
tckyard the home base for the Ham fed both breakfast and lunch all in one into Ilinois and Wisconsin to complete 
Group the day before the ride started. the 6 stats in 7 days. We thea ha to 
During the day of Joly 24h, the riders in load up the vans, tiles and. motor 
‘ur group start to arrive. By evening homes. I's aheaye ard to my good bye 
there were 25 bikiohams and several to your riding friends, bat we all agreed 
support people pitching tents in our back that we would most likely be back apuin 
ya eat year 

‘have dane this trip eight times 
now and it becomes more exjoyable each 
year. hope to complete at least tea 
RAGBRAN's before Tretie from the 


Not cootat with just pedaling 
sero the one tat of fos, some of our 
(up nt the goal of cling im nk tales 
{ne seven days. We would do his, of 
course, by making side tous daring the 
‘rent.” $0 some of us made » short 25- 
tile lop Sturdy evening up ito South 
Dakota The evening before the ide is a 
te to ge te of rst bore tating out 
foe the week's fide. Unfortunately, the 
ong decided to munch en most of 
‘at eight What a ft thy bad 
‘Aso the neighbors across the way had 
jst purchased « brand new trampolie the main campground, we bd o Blend in 
that day andthe kids had » bg party wotil with the masses” and Yond fr ourciveromey or credit. My belts of to him 
Mer midsigh. There were some in our forthe shower and restroom facilites. for anther great RAGHRAI. 


‘ey hl costed cing Food wascerprblen, a weal) aie Meola, MPON 
‘The next morning we ste at one of the local churches or a civie 316 East 32nd St. 

sxand ff bight and uly The pian, Mel on RAGBRAL are Soh Sou Cy, NE 8776 
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LETTERS 


Bike-to-Bike Communication 
Dear Hartley, 

‘Congratulations on the newsletter! My wife Laura, 
[NENFE, and T enjoy it very ch. 

"As we read about various riders’ setups, we're always 
surprised that no one deseribes anything quite like ours. We we 
Te primarily to talk to each other, ether through the repeater 
uring our daily work commutes ort each ott during longer 
‘ides. For bike-o-bike communication, our ideal would be 
Inake the radio transparent — we want to be able to cary on a 
‘convertion as if we were siting quietly next to each other, 
‘even over wind notes and abit of road separation. Safety being 
1 primary consideration, we decided that being ttherd in any 
‘vay tothe bicycle, ach ax through an antenna cable, is unsafe, 
‘sare objects sticking up in the rider's way, vuch as handlebar 
‘mounted microphones 


We sted on headset microphones with an 
acoustically transparent single earpiece on the right and HTs 
Clipped tothe riders belt. Antonns is ether helmet<ipped (as 
in Laura photo, at right) or onthe rg. The ater is more than 
equate for bikeo-ike chatter. We run fullduplex’ VOX 
‘when riding together and regular PTT for the repeater, the 
\VOXIPTT box Being on the rider's belt next to the HT. 


‘The VOX works grat, We got someting of» tongue- 
lashing for sing VOX, when we dscaned it with other BMHA. 
crv at the Dayton Forum this year, but wo rally have had no 
problems and consider it mich safer than having to reach for a 
PIT gwitch. The BMHA-es' concern was that we wool! 
sxcidenallytranamit obscene words shouted at dogs and passer 
by, thereby “breaking many Laver and endangering all of ham 
radio." We were a litle amsused by this — we don't sear at 
ops since they ually anesthe eublle implications ofthe words, 
tod anyway, we have never noticed FCC monitoring vans 

‘within Histening distance of ovr $0 mW HT, Lata ad 
Talk lot (Jo each other) and the full-tuplex VOX has saved 
lots of yore throats, And we no longer need to shout over wid 
sie! 


BMHA NEWSLETTER 


Bicycle Mobile Hams of America 
PO Bax 4009 
Boulder, CO 80306 


Address Correction Requested 


First Class Mail 


1 do wish dat the manufacturers would improve thir 
smirophone headsets. The biggest problem is that they don't 
include « sidetone, Alexander Bell recoguined even before 
‘shipping commercial telephone tha weer need 19 ear thir 
‘own voices through the instrument, and aircraft headsets ll 
include it. Without  sidetone, the VOX user can't tell when 


We're using Kenwood TH7TA. equipment, with 
rmaiching beads. Occasionally we use off-brand ie-the-ear 
microphones which work quite well for the repeaters, but are 
‘numable for fullduplex or VOX. Antennas are Diamood or 
‘plied docks. Cable isthe commercially made Ducky-Clp 


Great fan, all. Ham radio bas got to be the grates 
eal going fr a cio couple. I's amazing how much we can 
talkt 


David Kazan, MD, ADBY 
12475 Kingston Rd. 
(Glevland, O11 44118 


